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RECYCLING PROGRAM UPDATE 

 

MONTHLY OUTREACH TOPICS  
  
Plastic Free July  

Plastic Free July® is a key initiative of the Plastic Free Foundation, engaging communities 
everywhere to work towards a world free of plastic pollution. The campaign began in 
Australia in 2011 and was restructured in 2017 as a not-for-profit charity and is now one of 
the most influential environmental campaigns in the world. Millions of people across the 
globe take part every year. Take the Pledge! Learn more about Plastic Free July. 

MEDIA ANNOUNCEMENTS  
 

FACEBOOK 
1,014 LIKES / 

1,196 FOLLOWERS 

INSTAGRAM 
965 FOLLOWERS 

MAILCHIMP 
4,578 

SUBSCRIBERS 

YOUTUBE 
265 VIEWS / 4.6 

HRS 
(LAST 28 DAYS) 

WEBSITE 
METRICS 

689 VISITS 
(LAST 30 DAYS) 

SOCIAL MEDIA  Summertime Sustainability Tips & upcoming events 
Celebrating Plastic Free July Challenge  

RADIO 15 sec “Plastic Free July”  
It’s Plastic Free July. How long could you go without using any 
plastic? Less than 10% of the plastic produced today is recyclable 
tomorrow. If 90% of plastic you encounter is not actually recyclable, 
let’s try to reduce our use as much as possible. This message from the 
Ulster County Resource Recovery Agency. Visit UCRRA.org 
 
“What Happens to Trash 2022?”  
Have you ever wondered what happens to your trash? This is 
Angelina Brandt from the Ulster County Resource Recovery Agency. 
Our mission is to manage Ulster County’s waste with a commitment 
to public health and protecting our environment. More than 260 
million pounds of trash is sent to a sanitary landfill each year, 250 
miles away. Add up all these hauling trips in one year, you could 
drive around the surface of Earth 75 times! YOU can make a 
difference to lower this carbon footprint by reducing, reusing, 
recycling, composting, and rethinking wasteful habits. To learn more, 
visit UCRRA.org 

https://www.plasticfreejuly.org/


Page 2 
 

PRINT  07/22 –Reduce Plastic Waste message Hudson Valley One -attached 

WEBSITE/BLOG • 7/11 Summer Newsletter sent to 4,131 subscribers.  
      View the Summer newsletter linked here.  
• June Compost Test Results added to website.  
      View all historical test results linked here.  
• New blog article “How to Throw an Eco-Friendly Summer Party”  
• New blog article “Sustainable Summer”  

View blogs linked here. 
OTHER  • 07/05 Memo sent to Town Supervisors regarding UCRRA Municipal 

Food Scrap Hauling Pilot Project - attached 
• +1 media kits distributed this month (27 kits YTD) 

 
OUTREACH EDUCATION EVENTS  
 

+116 CALLS/ 7.08 HOURS 
RECYCLING HOTLINE (07/01- 07/22)  

(614 CALLS/51.33 HRS YTD) 

+20 ADULT 
PARTICIPANTS 
(515 ADULTS 

YTD) 

+ 8 YOUTH 
PARTICIPANTS  

(255 YOUTH 
YTD) 

+ 3.5  
25.75 HOURS 
(72.5 HOURS 

YTD) 
PRESENTATIONS  • 07/21“Oceans of Possibilities: Upcycling Art for Kids” at the Town of 

Rosendale Public Library 
• 07/25 Informational Meeting for UCRRA Municipal Food Scraps 

Hauling Pilot Project  
• 07/27 “Eco Friendly Home: DIY Cleaners & More” at the Ellenville 

Public Library 
• 07/27 “Oceans of Possibilities: Upcycling Art for Kids” at the Ellenville 

Public Library 
FACILITY TOURS  • 07/14 Tour for Sustainable Hudson Valley Intern  

EVENTS • 07/30 Ask the Experts Outreach Booth at Kingston Farmers Market   

SITE VISITS & 
CONSULTATIONS 

None this month   

NEW MEDIA OR 
TEACHING 

TOOLS  

• Eco Friendly Home Booklet - attached 
• Oceans of Possibility - Plastic Free July Display – attached  
• In development - Home Composting Guide Spanish Translation  
• In development – new promotional items for youth and adults  

OTHER 
MISCELLANEOUS  

None this month   

 
 
 
 

https://mailchi.mp/d1f2bad81573/ucrra-summer-newsletter
https://ucrra.org/compost-for-sale/compost-test-results/
https://ucrra.org/blog/
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NYSDEC Municipal Food Scraps Recycling Initiatives DEC01-DMMFSR-2021  
”MuniFSR” proposal in development for UCRRA Municipal Food Scraps Micro-Hauling Pilot 
Project. All 22 municipalities were invited to an informational meeting about the project on 
07/25. Interested partners may complete a planning form and letter of support by August 31st    

 
 
  

REPORTS & GRANTS STATUS UPDATE   

 

PROGRAM PHOTOS & MEDIA SAMPLE    

 

(ABOVE) An “Oceans of Possibilities” themed educational display is staged at the Town of 
Gardiner Public Library for the month of July, celebrating Plastic Free July.  

  
(BELOW) Upcycled sea creatures made at UCRRA’s Oceans of Possibilities programs. 
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(LEFT) Social 
media sample 

for 
Independence 

Day.  
 



 Rethinking Our Waste
Plastic makes up 12% of the waste stream in America. Plastic is made from non-renewable resources, and not all 

plastics can be recycled. Researchers estimate it takes 500+ years for plastics to start to break down!
Did you know? Each year 8 million metric tons of plastic enters the world's oceans. Plastic debris comes from litter 

in our environment, and the top 10 plastic items found in the ocean are single-use items that can be easily avoided!

TOP 5 TO REDUCE & REFUSE

Plastic Bags
est. five trillion plastic 
bags used worldwide 

each year (UNEP)

Plastic Straws
est. 500 million plastic 
straws used daily (USA)

Plastic To-Go Cups
est. 500 billion plastic 
cups and 16 billion 
disposable coffee 

cups used each year 
worldwide. Americans 

alone throw away around 
25 billion Styrofoam 
coffee cups each year 

(Earthday)

Plastic Takeaway 
Containers

Single-use food and 
beverage packaging 
account for around 
269,000 US tons of 

plastic waste that has 
entered the world’s 

oceans (NRDC)

ULSTER COUNTY RECYCLES   You Can Make A Difference!
1. Bring your own reusable bags and containers
2. Choose package-free, reduced packaging, or 

refillable options
3. Do not purchase items whose packaging is not 

recyclable

4. Grab a fork & spoon from your kitchen for a 
plastic-free travel kit!

5. Say “NO” to plastic cutlery at restaurants & cafés
6. Buy products made from post-consumer recycled 

content

ULSTER COUNTY RESOURCE RECOVERY AGENCY
999 Flatbush Road, Kingston, NY 12401 | (845) 336-0600 | www.UCRRA.org

Follow @UCRRA for more information about Recycling, Composting, and Waste Reduction.

Plastic Utensils
est. 100 million plastic 

utensils used daily 
(National Geographic)



Oceans ofOceans of  



PossibilitiesPossibilities  



CelebratingCelebrating
Plastic FreePlastic Free

JulyJuly



WHAT IS 
WASTE?

Almost every action we 
take creates waste. 
Many of the items we throw 
away could be reduced, 
reused, or repaired. Some 
waste can be recycled into 
something new, however, 
not all items can be 
recycled!

LANDFILLS
Nationwide, 50% of municipal 
solid waste is landfilled, a 
practice that buries garbage 
in the Earth. 
Modern landfills are 
designed to protect the 
surrounding enviornment.



Pollution occurs when 
something toxic enters the 
environment and causes 
harm to animals, plants, 
and humans.

Water pollution is the contamination of bodies of
water, generally as a result of human activity. 
Lakes, rivers, seas, aquifers, reservoirs, and
groundwater are all examples of water bodies.

POLLUTION

OCEAN PLASTIC 
Up to 14 million metric tons of plastic enters the world's

oceans every year! 

The main cause of ocean plastic pollution is litter.
Improper garbage disposal and illegal dumping also

contribute to ocean plastic pollution.



Plastic

There are many different types 
of plastics, each with unique 

properties ranging from strong 
and rigid to soft and flexible. 
Packaging materials make up 

about 40% of all plastic.  

Since the invention of plastic, around 8.3 billion 
metric tons have been produced! It's estimated 
that only 9% of all plastic has been recycled. 

Most of the plastic that has been created still exists!
Plastic is non-biodegradable, meaning it will never

decompose completely. But over time, plastic in the
ocean is exposed to sunlight that can break down into
tiny pieces known as microplastics (less than 5mm). 



GYRES 
Gyres are naturally-occurring ocean currents that
revolve in a circle. Plastic debris in the ocean
eventually travels to these massive whirling patches
and waste gets stuck there.  

  "The Great Pacific Garbage Patch" is the largest of the 
five gyres at 7.7 million square miles, containing at 
least 100 million tons of plastic debris. These gyres 
are very difficult to study, difficult to clean up.

Rotating ocean currents, called gyres, carry 
debris into 5 concentrated areas. 

THE 5 GYRES

North Pacific

South Pacific

North Atlantic

South Atlantic

Indian Ocean



Microplastics are pieces less than 5 mm
Microplastics can move up the food web 

Microplastics absorb 
toxins and harmful 
chemicals 

These particles are 
ingested by filter 
feeders, zooplankton 
and larger wildlife

Larger animals build up toxins 
and plastics within their 
bodies, causing health 
problems, starvation, or death

Department of Conservation 
Te Papa Atawhai

MICROPLASTICS

Microplastic fragments, fibers, 
or microbeads have been 
found in Arctic sea ice, 

sediment in lakes and rivers, 
and even the air we breathe. 
Microplastics have also been 
found in tap water, beer, and 

commercial sea salt. 
(PLOS, 2018)



Hungry animals mistake the small, 
colorful floating plastic for food. 
This causes loss of nutrition, internal 
injuries, starvation, and even death! 

Plankton, shellfish, filter-feeders, 
over 40% of sea birds, 56% of all 
marine mammals (whales,
manatees, seals), and all seven 
species of sea turtles have been 
confirmed to ingest plastic debris. 
 (NOAA)

THE IMPACTS OF 
OCEAN PLASTIC

ENTANGLEMENT
Some wildlife become caught in 
fishing nets and large debris. This 
can make it difficult for them to 
swim and cut into their bodies. 
Abandoned fishing gear can also 
continue to trap fish and animals, 
called ghost fishing.

INGESTION

https://marinedebris.noaa.gov/why-marine-debris-problem/ingestion


Some marine debris can pick up 
"hitchhikers" and transport plants 

or creatures to locations where 
they would not otherwise be 

found. Once a new species has 
spread, it is deemed invasive and 

is extremely difficult to tackle, 
costs billions of dollars to 

regulate, and can compete for 
resources such as sunshine, 

space, and food with native plants 
and animals.

INVASIVE SPECIES 

HABITAT DESTRUCTION
Marine debris can be found in 
wildlife habitats such as 
wetlands and mangroves, salt 
marshes, and sandy beaches. 
Marine debris can affect habitats 
by crushing or suffocating fragile 
plants and corals, as well as 
lowering the amount of light or 
oxygen required for survival. 



How Can I Help?
Avoid single-use (disposable)
plastics and bring your own 
reusable items! 

Be plastic-free! Swap out 
common plastic items for more 
natural materials. 

Shop with plastic-waste in mind. 
Look for bulk or package-free 
options. 

Reuse! Donate old, unwanted 
items that cannot be 
recycled in the recycling bin. 

Don't be a litter bug! 
Always pick up litter 
and make sure its 
properly disposed or 
recycled.



Learn how to fix broken but beloved
items before throwing them away.
Visit a local Repair Cafe!

Wear clothing made from all
natural fibers and materials. 
Use filter garment bags when
washing synthetic fabrics. 

Learn sustainable laundry tips 
that reduce microfiber 
pollution. Wash clothing less 
often and avoid small loads. 
Use a short cycle and turn off 
'extra rinse'  

Choose eco-friendly health
and beauty products that do
not contain microbeads.



Know before you throw!
Follow local recycling
guidelines and avoid being a
'wishful recycler'

Support businesses that make
sustainable choices! Ask
business leaders to consider
more eco-friendly packaging
and practices. 













_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

ULSTER COUNTY RESOURCE RECOVERY AGENCY 
 

Board of Directors 
 

Katherine Beinkafner, Chair 
Tom Kacandes, Vice Chair 
Charles Landi, Treasurer 
James Gordon, Member 
Margot Becker, Member 

 
 

Legal Staff 
 

Kenneth Gilligan, Esq. 

 
 

P.O. Box 6219, 999 Flatbush Road 
Kingston, NY 12402 

 
Email: UCRRA@UCRRA.org 

Website: www.UCRRA.org 
Social: @UCRRA 

 

 
Administrative Staff 

 
Timothy DeGraff, CPA, Executive Director/Controller 

Charles Whittaker, Director of Operations and Compliance 
Angelina Brandt, Director of Sustainability 

Tanesia White, Recycling Educator 
Melinda France, Office Manager 

Amy Lopiano, Chief Accounting Clerk 
 
 

Phone: (845) 336-0600 
Fax: (845) 336-4129 

 
 

 
   

   

   

 

 
Tuesday, July 5th 2022 

Memo to Ulster County Municipalities  
Re: UCRRA Municipal Food Scrap Hauling Pilot Project  
 
In May of 2022 the NYS Department of Environmental Conservation announced a new grant program 
that will provide $2,000,000 (max award $200,000) to projects in NYS that increase residential food 
scraps recycling programs. Organics recycling (composting) continues to be an important focus for 
UCRRA and the Agency is dedicated to facilitating effective and convenient programs for widespread 
participation in our composting services.  
 
UCRRA is actively developing a project proposal that could provide your town with FREE tools to 
launch and facilitate a residential food scraps collection program at your Recycling Drop Off Center, as 
well as FREE use of the necessary equipment to deliver the collected material to our site.  
 
The overarching goals of this project are to: 
 

• Foster inter-governmental relationships that maximize resource recovery  
• Maximize financial savings for municipalities via avoided MSW transport and disposal costs 
• Eliminate the logistical obstacles that prevent community-scale composting programs  
• Increase diversion of residential food scraps generated in Ulster County  
• Compliment the implementation of the local and state laws with organics recycling goals  
• Support the Agency’s zero waste goals  
• Demonstrate the environmental, economic, and social benefits of composting    
 

We invite you (or a designated representative) to attend an informational webinar, scheduled for 
MONDAY JULY 25th 2022 10:00 – 11:00 AM. During the webinar, you will learn the details of this 
project, how your town can partner with us and save an estimated $4,420 per year or more.  
 
Your participation in the project is urgently needed to strengthen our proposal and secure funding for 
this important project. We look forward to working with you to expand your recycling services!  
 
To register for the webinar, please visit https://ucrra.org/events-classes/ and click on the event called 
“INFORMATIONAL MEETING – MUNICIPAL FOOD SCRAPS HAULING PROJECT.” Complete the sign-up 
form for the event and you will receive a link with instructions to join the virtual meeting on July 25th.  
 
Should you have any questions about this letter or the project, please contact Angelina Brandt, Director 
of Sustainability at APEO@UCRRA.ORG or call (845) 336-0600. Thanks for your consideration.  

https://ucrra.org/events-classes/
mailto:APEO@UCRRA.ORG
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